
`DON' T CALL IT

SOCIAL
CLEANSING'

heprospect of peoplebeing `shippedout' of

Londonhasattractednationalattentionbutwe
at AnchorHousehaveseenhugepressureson
theavailability of housingmountingforsome
time . No-one is forcinganyone to move to

anothercity . Yeteveryone involved in housinghas
knownsomethingwasgoing to

have
to give.

Talk of `socialcleansing'hasbeenanunhelpful
distractionfromtheproblems in need of

solutions . Onceagain ,

thepoor ,

vulnerableand
homelessarebecoming a politicalfootball

to
be

kickedaround
,

asthetalkturns to
what

`benefitscroungers'deserve
or

havetheright to expect.
In

Newham
,

wehavethehighestunemployment rate
in Londonandthereare32 ,000peopleonthelocal
housingwaitinglist.

Andas a smallhomelesscharitywith118bedspaces ,

AnchorHouse is in themostdeprivedward in Newham.
Thedemand is sooverwhelmingwe'vehad

to
closeour

.1.2eriefiliaownwaitinglistforthetimebeing.
Youngprofessionalswantthe

kind of housing in
theEastEnd

thatwhatyoumightcallthe
workingclassused

to
live in

.
Then

there is thehousingbenefitcap ,

whichhasmeantthatpeople in

centralLondoncan' t makehousing
affordablethereandaremovingfurtherout to

find
something cheaper.

TheinnerLondon boroughscanafford to payprivate
landlords a `goldenhello'payment - perhaps a few
thousandpounds - to housesome of theirhomeless

. The
LondonBorough of Newham

,

however
,

doesn' t havethe
sameresourcesandthereforecan'

t compete.
2 ThefactthattheOlympicshaspusheduprents

furtherhasnothelpedeither . If youtalk
to thelandlords

k aboutcoming to a deal to housepeople in needtheysay :

Socialhousing in

London' s EastEnd
,

whereanInflux of

young professionals

and thebenefitcap

argadng LIPPftm

NEWHAMCOUNCILWANTSTOMOVE500FAMILIESOUT

OFLONDON . KEITHFERNETT
,

DIRECTOROFNEWHAM
BASEDCHARITYANCHORHOUSE

,

SAYSTHEHOUSING

CRISISREQUIRESDESPERATEMEASURES

" Wecanget a betterdealfrom
someoneelse. "

Somewon' t takeanyoneaged
under35nowbecause of new
restrictions

to housingbenefit . It'
s

like a tsunami
- a

brickdropped
in themiddle of thepondandthe
wavesemergefurtherout . There

is simplyverylittleaffordable
housingleft in London.

Soasa
rathersensiblepolicy

principle ,

Newhamcouncilhas
written

to providers in different
partsthecountryasking if there
arepropertiesoutsideof London
thatareavailable to lease for500
families . Tocall it

' social
cleansing'

assomehavedone is childish
,

emotiveandunhelpful.
No-onewantsto moveanyone

whohasmadeLondon theirhome.
Wehavepeople in AnchorHouse
fromSheffieldandManchester
whohadlivedandworked in

Londonforsometime . Having
losttheirjobs , theyhavesaid
theywouldbewilling to goback
to Sheffield

or
Manchester

,

if theycouldbesure a job
waswaiting . Ofcourse

,

no-one is in a position to give
thatguarantee.

There is a responsibility to finddecenthousing
somewhere

.
Thetsunamiimpact of thehousingbenefitcap

andsomanyotherproblems in ourhousingmarketputs
housingprofessionals in a verydifficultposition.

Perhaps ,

at
least

,

talk of

' socialcleansing' hasbrought
some of theseproblemsoutintotheopen .

None of this
is going to goawaysoon .

"

`IT' S THE
TERRIFYING
REALITYOF

OURHOUSING
CRISIS'

CAMPBELLROBB
Shelterchiefexecutive :

ANALYSIS

The

newsthatNewham
councilhaswritten to a

housing association in

Stoke-on-Trentasking
them to house500London
familiesexposes the
terrifyingreality of our
housingcrisis . According

to NewhamCouncil
,

changes to housingbenefit
,

coupledwithrisingrents
,

meantheycannolonger
afford to househomeless
localfamilies.

It
illustratesthe

dangerouscocktail of

pressuresonour
overheatedhousingmarket.

Changes in theLocalism
Act

(

2011
)

meancouncils
canpushhomeless
households intounstable
private rentedhousing
ratherthanofferingthem a

settledhome . Weexpect to

soonseethegovernment
publishingregulations to

determineexactlywhat
kind of rented
accommodation is suitable.

If
theregulationsdon' t

includerulesaboutwhere
homelessfamiliescanbe
sent

,

wecouldseemore
Londoncouncilstrying to

shipvulnerablehomeless
familieshundreds of miles
away fromschools

, jobs
andsupportnetworks at

theverytimetheyneed
themmost.

This is notgoing to help
thesefamiliesbackontheir
feet - it is a totally
unsustainableway to

addresstheissue . "
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